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H ITLER’S onrushing legions were almost m Zlin. Jan 
Bata, Czech shoe king, paced the runway beside his 
waiting airplane, nervous and worried. Then an auto dashe 
into the airport and screeched to a stop beside him. T 
derly he lifted out his only son, sick little Jan Jr., c »"ied 
him into the plane, raced the motor a few times, and zoomed 
off into the east. In a few hours he landed in Bucharest, 

Rumania, safe from the Nazi terror. vw» umripd 

This was on March 15, 1939. Four months later he landed 
in New York, “just a shoemaker-without a nickel, a refugee. 

Free America, which annually^consumed 6,000,000 pairs 
of his shoes, held promise of a bright future for Bata. On his 
2200 acres at Belcamp, Harford County, Maryland, about 20 
miles northeast of Baltimore, construction had begun on a 
shoe factory and plans were drawn for five more. He wanted 
for nothing, and his family was comfortable. 

Maryland’s farmers welcomed him and treated him 
with respect. Hitler’s enemy was their friend. He told them 
of his plans, how he would give their sons work. 

Thus began the career of America’s strangest refugee. 
For a while everything went well. Senator Millard Tyd- 
ings, Bata’s neighbor and lawyer, arranged to bring into the 
U. S. Czech “experts” and “instructors” for the Bata plant. 
Then one summer morning some had their first doubts 
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Success "°it !l Ab n ' r f“" «?* a . booklet entitled, "Bata, Key to 
won id twnh n, ^ Ba ^ a wanted inexperienced boys and girls He 
“mechanical h0W to make shoas . but aviation and 
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aide though! Key^ 
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(TUU) cntr lct Director 



x ““ u - uepartment of Labor form allowed a Bata 



employee, Robert Podzemny, to enter this country as a 

nnn^cTf^S 0 ^^ to Visit the World ’ s Fair. With wire- 
pulling by Bata Lawyer Tydings he got an extension. 
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use dollar proceeds frot^u.^sa^es to buy hides an^sklns! 
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•TAT* or ILLINOIS 

HPfflir HOVlf* OQVUS 04 
OCFASTMENT Or LA BON 

DIVISION or UNIMFLOYMKNT COMPKNSAYION 



Ur. Loo Coodoun, 

Research Director 
United Shoo Yorkers 
of America of tho CIO 
917 - 15th Street, KV 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ur. Goodaani 

In accordance with your lettor of Urch 12th and 
pursuant to the attached certified coploa of hearings con- 
ducted before the DeparUent of Labor in Washington, a 
preliminary inreetlgation of possible violation* of the 
Illinois Unemployment Coapensation Act by the Bata Shoe 
Company has been concluded. This investigation indicates 
that the Bata Shoe Coo pan y has failed to report earninge 
for a group of their eoployees and has not paid contributions 
on such earninge. If thie conclusion is substantiated by an 
audit of the Bata Shoe Coapany's records, necessary legal 
steps to coepel proper reporting’ and payment of contributions 
will be instituted. 

I an returning to you transcripts of proceedings 
before the United States Department of Labor which you were 
kind enough to permit ue to use. 

I an highly appreciative of your information and 
eoo|«ratlon in this natter. 



Bata pleaded guilty to a charge of failing to keep proper 
records in connection with his defiance of the Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Act. He said the whole thing was an "acci- 
dent.” but records showed little support for his "mistake." 






We therefore find the following facts: 

(1) That the merchandise in question consists of certain unfinished 
boots, consisting of calendered rubber soles, rubber foxing, and 
uppers of velveteen, from Czechoslovakia. 

(2) That such unfinished boots nro not within tho purview of tho 
Presidential proclamation published in T. D. 40158. 

(3) That there is no foreign value, uo export value, or no United 
Stntes value, as such values are defined in section 402 of the Tnrilf 
Act of 1930, for said unfinished bools. 

(4) That the proper basis for appraisement for said unfinished boots 
is cost of production ns that value is defined in section 402 (f) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930. 

(5) That such cost of production for said unfinished boots is 54 
cents a pair, United States currency, the invoiced and entered value. 

(G) That the correct dutiable value for said unfinished boots is the 
invoiced and entered value. 

We hold ns a matter of law that the correct dutiable value of the 
instant merchandise is that set forth in findings of fact 5 and G, os 
above set out, and that the judgment of the court below is hereby 
affirmed. 

~ -JuUginentfwm be rendered accordingly. 
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S r E shows the flims y construction, the "Made 
hnP Th P ^^ m ^ ked S ° that j ts label disappears in the assembled 
2 C< ? urt decision shows how Bata imports unfinished shoes, 
a ds parts here, saves his firm 70c per pair in custom’s duties. 



K. 

* ; the baslc product, they also make rubber and rubber products 
KESfsuch as automobile tires), gas masks, synthetic yarns, machinery, 
n wi EC >lime. cement, hosiery, and motion pictures. No, Bata is not poor’ 
» B , :^ H is empire is one of the world’s wealthiest. 

si: There is nothing American in Bata’s conduct. His numerous 

? Si and repeated violations undermine our laws. His sweat-shop labor 
practices and cut-throat competition are a menace to both labor 
K and industry. Both condemn him. His contempt for Americans is 
“W®* shown by his reason for having Czechs unpack machinery if U S 
fg^pcitizens did the job. he’d have gotten "junk, not machinery.’’ 
The worst mistake we could make about Bata is to believe 
him a refugee from the Nazis. 

Ordinary people go to concentration camps* for taking a few 
,t ° Ut 01 ‘ h <;, G<i ™ a » territory. Not Bata. Prom his European 

he br ° Ught $2 ' 50 °'°°° >"‘o 

5iffn The . Nazis hav f been Pushing machinery exports to get for- 
bnmn hang f’ ata admits that 95% of his machinery at Bel- 
p'any a Nazi muflt P ' antS ab ''° ad ° r ,r ° m the Moenus com - 
f ° r Bata * *“ 

Some of Bata’s activities have been scrutinized bv the n? 

fctlS h- ™"S tl0n wlth Immigration 7 matters. 

£ kg t0 S ? nat ?‘ Tyriings ability to persuade Secretary of La- 
||| Fiances Perkins that Bata’s reasons for wanting these Czechs 



were valid — and any shoe specialist could have alleged the oppo- 
about 100 entered the country, many with their families, 
while bona fide refugees starved in Europe. The first 23 to present 
themselves at Ellis Island hadn’t even complied with the terms of 
the permits. Senator Tydings wrote some more letters on Senate 
stationery and they became visitors to the World’s Fair. They 
then attempted to legalize their entry by calling themselves 
inventors, engineers, executives and experts.’’ 

Each of these Czechs, who were to instruct Americans, was 
supposed to have five years of experience. Nonetheless, among 71 
who arrived in August, 1939, was a 16-year-old girl; two were 17 
years old, two were 18 years old, 44 were under 30 and all were 
under 40. 

Some of these aliens have left. The Department of Justice 
recently ordered 59 others deported because they were workers, 
not teachers. 

All of this has had a profound effect on Belcamp. The simple 
folk who welcomed Bata as one of them are now against him. 
Bitterly they point to issues of the local paper — Bata’s — and show 
where he advertises his miserable salaries. One week the best- 
paid girl" got $15.88 and the best-paid "boy,’’ $16.68. 

Representative Edith Nourse Rogers (Rep., Mass.,) de- 
nounced the company as "un-American." Her life was mysteri- 
ously threatened. Department of Justice agents, concerned about 
the same thing, concluded Bata was "very much persona grata” 
to the Nazi topdogs. but “not at the present time ” engaged in 
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OOMMISSMAEH OF FATEXTS: 



the Chechoslovakian Republic, 



i n, Czechoslovakia, 

&freuu 2 1 i n, Czechoslovakia, 



list LnUn l 1« srii'-td u 

ornamentation of setts, 



fcr u* te'-nrcs.' la a aachine for the 



BW-5-J8 88 41V . 



• PETITION 



rTSeS*?" toxsell E. Sparrow, Patent Lawyer of 
ReflsteJ KD^lT^l? 6 ' k * N - Y ** United Stalls i>t Aaerica, 



no t jr al 1 za tlon In the Department of 
Labor of tho United SUtes, Washington, 



Jan Bata (center), his Belcamp manager Jan Hoza (third from 
left) and architects worked for months in their Czechoslo- 
vak office over plans for the proposed Belcamp factory. 
These plans were completed before Bata "fled” to the U. S. 



activities that could overthrow our government. It is clear 
that Bata is a menace. He has Nazi affiliations. Something 
ought to be done about it. 

A year ago legislation authorizing an investigation of 
Bata was demanded, but it was pigeon-holed. Such an in- 
vestigation is necessary. To any authorized committee, 
CLICK will gladly present copies of the documentary evi- 
dence supporting this story. 

BATA OCCUPIES A STRATEGIC SPOT IN U. S. 

1. Belcamp, Md., approximate center of Bata’s 2200 acres. Bel- 
camp is between the B. & O. and P. R. R., is on U. S. Route 40. 

2. The Army Proving Grounds at Aberdeen. 

3. The Army Chemical Warfare Station at Edgewood. 

4. Glenn L. Martin airplane factory area. 

5. Conowingo Dam, source of electric power for Phila. and sur- 
rounding districts. Carries U. S. Route 1 over Susquehanna. 

6. Two R. R. and auto bridges over Susquehanna at Havre de 
Grace. 

7. Highways, Route 1 and Route 40, north and south. 

8. Belcamp Is approximately 50 miles from Annapolis, Md., where 
the United States Naval Academy is located. 



hFPVjAWlt III SUPPORT OP 
tiOTIuK roa pfiELIHI HoR Y IHJUKCT10K . 

HARPORD C0UH7Y ) 

SSt 

STATS OP J1ASYLAXD ) 

J0KM HOZA, being first duly ssorn, deposes and says; 

TV.aT he la an Anerlcan citizen and the General Kanaeer 
of the Bata Shoe Conpeny, Inc., a Hen York Corporation, which 
Is operating a shoe factory at Belcanp, Maryland; 

TEAT for the past 20 years he has been associated in various 
capacities Incident to the xanageaent and operation of shoe 



False swearing means nothinq to Bata’s cohorts. Jan Hoza, 
manager of Belcamp, is an American citizen (top). But when 
it suited his purposes for a patent application, he swore he was 
a citizen of Czechoslovakia. Such practices are Bata methods. 
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